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These are my notes from ILA. I started out at the time copying all the tagged tweets and tried to 

group them by session. I added the short description from the conference schedule for the 

sessions that I either attended or found tweets for under each heading. Then I edited for ease of 

reading and removed repeated things like tags and the speaker names at the beginning of each 

tweet (I removed most senders names too, except for a couple that seemed to be unique thoughts 

not repeating the speaker). Next I went through and added information from my notes, adding 

extra information when I thought it would be helpful. Points that grouped together are single 

spaced into blocks, different points are double spaced. I’ve asterisked (*) points that I thought 

were particularly helpful or thought provoking. I bolded within the text the names of tools I think 

sound particularly useful or that you should be aware of. I’ve also inserted a few comments of 

my own. I start these with SU so you won’t think they came from the speaker. 

 

Christopher Harris - Several Sessions Combined 
Explore safe ways to get to yes for technologies that drive inquiry, creativity, and student 

engagement with digital learning. Explore how new technologies and new challenges are helping 

us work together.  

 

Make enforcement of policies for technology simple.  

Consequences: 1 tell put away 2 take away 3 tell go away 

If you aren't running security, you are not being responsible. 

*Biggest growth segment of smart phone users are low income African-Americans who use it to 

replace a regular computer and Internet Access.  

 

Remind 101 - send blind text messages to a group who signs up https://www.remind101.com/  

For images use Photo Pin which searches Flickr, but only for photos with the rights for you to 

use them. (SU - tried some sample searches and found one I know the person who has uploaded 

to Flickr doesn’t have the rights to the photo they listed as free use, still be careful, but much 

safer than general image search.) 

http://photopin.com  

 

*Digital textbooks won't cost less than paper textbooks and with license fees may cost more.  

 Librarians help teachers and students be better teachers and students. 

*Only 2 solutions to any problem - throw time at it or throw money at it. It shouldn't take both; if 

it does, something is wrong with your solution. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.remind101.com/
http://photopin.com/


BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) documentation from 

http://skyview.vansd.org/byod/  

 

BYOD can work, but is usually most strongly supported by parents who’ve already bought an 

expensive device and want to feel better about it. For people trying to coordinate their use, it’s 

much harder than a single platform system. 

 

*Start with what you are trying to accomplish and look for the most efficient way to reach that 

goal. There is no sense buying a fully functioning tablet if a cheaper e-reader device (like a 

Kindle or Nook) will achieve your goal. 

 

*Technological change is ecological. It’s like adding food color to water, it’s pervasive. 

 

Librarians get bad name as spoil sports, etc. when really trying to bring up important questions.  

 

License fees function as a tax for continued use. 

 

*New technologies gain acceptance because they are easy and cheap, not because they are better 

quality, sometimes not even as good as established technology, but quality improvements 

normally follow widespread adoption. 

 

Harris recommends IPADs if you need a full function tablet. “Easily the best. Make sure you get 

a case.”  

 

Tech Use Policy – should be basic “I am responsible when I use technology at school.” 

Open Source Curriculum Information - Don’t duplicate efforts you don’t have to and share back. 

http://welcome.curriki.org/ 

http://www.ck12.org/ 

https://www.edx.org/  

 

*Be aware that Open Source is free as in free kittens. It will take time to make it work and keep 

it working. Sometimes it’s worth it to spend the money to buy back the time, but if tech ever 

takes lots of time and money, something is wrong and needs to be changed. 

 

Core Library Research Skills grades 9--14+ 

http://www.rrlc.org/Home/hiddenstories/CoreLibraryandResearchSkillsGrad/tabid/550/Default.a

spx  

http://www2.lhric.org/libsys/IFC.html  

*Drupal is a content management system. Google sites to Drupal like a book to a book with an 

index. 

Harris recommends trying Drupal gardens for free site to learn. Very doable 

http://www.drupalgardens.com/    

Discoverability is key. Make sure ppl creating common projects tag so other people can find. 

http://skyview.vansd.org/byod/
http://welcome.curriki.org/
http://www.ck12.org/
https://www.edx.org/
http://www.rrlc.org/Home/hiddenstories/CoreLibraryandResearchSkillsGrad/tabid/550/Default.aspx
http://www.rrlc.org/Home/hiddenstories/CoreLibraryandResearchSkillsGrad/tabid/550/Default.aspx
http://www2.lhric.org/libsys/IFC.html
http://www.drupalgardens.com/


*Myths of technology. Technology is not always the answer. e.g. Online games limit thinking 

and options. 

*Buying a smart board will not make teaching smarter, if not going to change instructions 

method lots of technology is not worth it. 

Technology is not the only answer. 

 

*College students are high school students 2 months removed. 

Lexile is one of worst technological inventions. 

Libraries (school-academic-public) need to work together as a region. Share - don't duplicate 

effort. Get stuff used.  

 

*FCC is pushing for digital textbooks 

http://www.fcc.gov/blog/fcc-chairman-digital-textbooks-all-students-five-years 

However, they don’t have a solid plan and the government contradicts itself between 

departments of when and how it will happen. Studies show that right now digital textbooks are 

only chosen by students when they aren’t given a choice. 

 

Harris’s homesite automatically shifts full version and mobile and yours should too. 

Why are your teachers assigning homework when Wolfram can do the work?  

Description of Wolfram 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wolfram_Alpha  

Link to Wolfram 

http://www.wolframalpha.com  

 

Review high level policy and legal issues we are facing in working with different 

publishers/vendors.  

 

*Types of Publishers and insider’s guide to publishers 

http://annerallen.blogspot.com/2012/05/who-are-big-six-what-does-indie-really.html  

 

*Library lending raises book sales, but publishers refuse to believe this despite overwhelming 

evidence. 

 

People don't buy reading devices they buy access to e-books.  

Libraries have to pay for ad free versions of any supports get. 

Sony Reader - has best support for libraries 

Nook - Always you to buy in bulk, sells through edtech stores 

Kindle - Amazon will work with libraries to set up, but library use is against terms of service you 

agree to and they won’t put terms of use in writing, reserving the right to yank all or any access 

at any time. 

Everyone's eyes are different, but key to readability is resolution 

http://www.fcc.gov/blog/fcc-chairman-digital-textbooks-all-students-five-years
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wolfram_Alpha
http://www.wolframalpha.com/
http://annerallen.blogspot.com/2012/05/who-are-big-six-what-does-indie-really.html


E-ink brand name for black and white pebbles that flip when hit by charge. 

*None of the e-ink devices are handicap accessible. If library provides digital readers, must also 

provide devices that blind people can use. Only iPad currently counts as accessible. 

 

Students don't cease to be public library patrons when they walk thru school doors. The access 

has been paid for. 

 

*E-Content Blog http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/e-content 

Digital items don't operate under 1st sale doctrine. Means operate under contract law. 

Libraries work by pooling resources. If publishers have an issue with it, need to get over it. 

Right now books from independents and some small publishers could be put on 1server and 

shared for state. 

There is a cost per read of paper books too. Shelving, labeling, pulling for displays, etc 

Bottom line on eBooks: "It's messy" but there are success stories to be shared. 

*Teens are good with computers, but have poor research skills and source assessment. 

*Open letter to publishers:  

http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/e-content/open-letter-america-s-publishers  

 

What does your library really need book for forever or just a few years? If digital ILL exists, 

maybe don’t need it long term. 

Maybe could have split terms of rights? 1 copy held permanently and then concurrent short terms 

when 1st released that would disappear. Just because paper books were always owned and 

available for resale doesn’t mean e-books would work like that or that it is the most efficient 

model for e-books. 

 

Why don't publishers realize libraries are on a fixed income? Come on publishers! 

Contractual limitations are getting more and more restrictive both from indirect digital suppliers 

and original publishers. 

 

DRM - digital rights management = biggest problem e-books face. 

*ALA tip sheet for DRM 

http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/e-content/digital-content-working-group-tip-sheet-drm  

 

Games computer games only have so many preprogrammed options, other allow change and 

freedom of thought. http://sls.gvboces.org/gaming/ (SU - aka why Kirk had to cheat) 

 

Use board games for team building - even with administrators - or put it on a bulletin board and 

play it over a number of days 

 

Chris Harris has volunteers play backseat drawing. Give/listen to directions Example of 

creativity: Backseat drawing game. 1 person knows what object is has to give directions to draw. 

It's hard. 

 

http://t.co/BzhWw500
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/e-content/open-letter-america-s-publishers
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/e-content/digital-content-working-group-tip-sheet-drm
http://sls.gvboces.org/gaming/


The Helathiest State Initiative - Mariannette Miller-Meeks 
Learn about the Healthiest State Initiative and how libraries and librarians can assist Iowans in 

learning about and applying proven methods to live longer, happier, and healthier lives. 

 

Ten percent of Iowa population walked on Oct. 3 

Iowa needs to increase by 3 pts to rank at the top with Hawaii on Well Being Index. 

http://www.iowahealthieststate.com/ 

 

Using Skype for Genealogy Programming - Kimberly Van Deest 
Skype can be a valuable tool in offering programming to your patrons without breaking the 

budget.  

 

Download ap for Skype and then anyone can use. You can use it to bring in speakers from far 

away that you might not otherwise be able to afford. There is a premium version of Skype, but 

she uses the free version for her speakers. Make sure you’ve both updated before the call because 

if both ends aren’t using the same exact version it causes issues. 

 

So far uses Skype, but she has been playing around with Google+ because with a Google 

Hangout you can bring in people or share the feed to multiple locations. Free level Skype doesn’t 

allow that. 

 

There is a Genealogical Speakers Guild. 

http://www.genealogicalspeakersguild.org/  

 

*For all computer programs, “If log in, log out.” Write down username and password don't 

cookie them. It’s safer. 

 

Uses program Engaged Patrons to schedule classes and contact attendees 

Lunch - Message from Mary Wegner 
Sobering message from Mary Wegner. Advocacy is not an option. Get the public involved. It is 

vitally important for librarians to get patrons involved in the state funding for libraries 

conversation! No one but librarians talk about funding libraries. Nobody, but librarians talk 

about the good libraries do. 2/3rds of all Iowans have at least one active library card.  

 

Docs Teach: Cool tool from the National Archives - Mickey Ebert 
DocsTeach.org is a new website from the National Archives that uses a fun interactive approach 

to introduce, teach, review, and assess students using National Archives Documents. 

 

Under No Child Left Behind history and social studies were reduced to 6 minutes a week in 

elementary schools and that might be a high number. 

 

Because of No Child Left Behind there is a lack of history teachers. Teachers that came into 

profession in last 10 years haven't been taught how to teach elementary history because there 

wasn’t time. 

 

http://www.iowahealthieststate.com/
http://www.genealogicalspeakersguild.org/


Part of Common Core is requirement for Short research projects 

http://www.archives.gov  Now has a Google style search 

3,000 historical photos on http://docsteach.org  

Doc Teach also has how to YouTube videos on how to use their online materials. They are 

within the U.S. National Archives YouTube Channel. 

http://www.youtube.com/user/usnationalarchives?feature=watch  

 

Kathy Kaldenberg @scsdmedia  

You can get your own about.me page, Chris Harris has like http://about.me/cgharris  and 

http://about.me/kathykaldenberg   

 

@happyinfopro: What a great tool for learning basic tech skills 

http://digitalliteracyassessment.org/standards.php  

 

Documentaries in Libraries - Kelly and Tammy Rundle 
Filmmakers Kelly and Tammy Rundle will discuss the important role that libraries play in the 

production and distribution of their Midwestern historical documentary films. 

 

Research starts at library. Local newspapers have information hard to get any other way and 

libraries are the main source. 

 

Long term relationships can help both ways. Film makers can help library or town or give back 

copies. Libraries need license for public showing for documentaries too. 

 

Have you heard of Hero Street? Project now in production. http://www.herostreetmovie.com 

2 years roughly time to create a quality documentary film. 

They recommended three books: 

The Filmaker’s Handbook  for the Digital Age 

Feature Filmmaking at Used-Car Prices 

Screenwriting 

 

Banned Books 2013 : What’s New, What’s the Same, and Why the Speaker’s 

Hair is “50 Shades of Grey” - Barbara Jones 
This session will review 30 years of Banned Books Week by examining the themes that have 

dominated the banned books lists over the decades. 

 

Think for yourself and let others do the same. 

 

Banned Books week is the largest ALA event. 

*U.S. also does not have an official government censor like some other nations do. Ours is more 

of a marketplace of ideas. The reason U.S. has so many banned books is that other nations don't 

let the books get published in the first place. 

http://t.co/wjlHM9QA
http://t.co/OLVdyDn1
http://www.youtube.com/user/usnationalarchives?feature=watch
https://twitter.com/scsdmedia
http://t.co/04gMxnjN
http://t.co/k33qrZ2h
https://twitter.com/happyinfopro
http://digitalliteracyassessment.org/standards.php
http://t.co/BNxvXbeG


 

Censorship issues are not fixed in time and space. They reflect national culture and narratives. 

Intellectual freedom can teach children how to read and think critically. 

Porn is in the eye of the beholder. It is not a term of law. 

Keynote - Hangin’ (Together or Separately) - Jamie LaRue 
Our communities need us more than ever: five ways libraries make things better. 

http://www.jlarue.com/  

Libraries are free, human, networked...different from Microsoft, Google 

In terms of information ecology, our ecosystem in libraries is changing. This leads to ecological 

chaos. 

 

*We are not about books on a shelf. We are about building a community of knowledge. We are 

all in this together.  

 

*Major predictor of prison population is reading level at 4th grade. That is predicted by the 

amount of early exposure to books. 

 

How do we make our community/school/university better? That is the essential question. 

Reference librarians like to search and library patrons like to find. 

It is the job of the library to collect, organize and distribute the intellectual material of our 

society.  

 

*Libraries are "anchor stores" for our communities.  

*People are wired for human touch, but it is getting lost in the insulated, wired society today. 

Jamie LaRue of Douglas county libraries on price discrepancies for e-content. All e-content is 

stuck in proprietary silos which fragments the user experience. 

 

*Libraries are tech support for the nation. 

When you embed in community they see you are of value.  

Intrapreneurship? Concept of 20 percent work time for employees to work on your own projects 

at places like Google and 3M. 

 

Libraries, Publishers, and E-content 

98% of human race want to write a book. 

http://www.jlarue.com/


Not all self-published is crap. Some are NYT best sellers. 

Need to have self-published and small press in collection, including digital copies. 

*Bullet has passed through the brain of commercial publishing model, waiting for body to fall. 

Fundamental process of publishing has changed. Douglas county created own platform. 

Negotiated with publishers, mostly self, small, and university presses. 

LaRue has created a letter of rights offer to e-content people. As both an incentive for publishers 

and authors to play ball, and to provide a service for patrons who are used to a one-stop format, 

they add buying content as an option on catalog with library getting a cut. 

Also offered self-publishing, but requires self-publish people to pass through a prescribed editing 

process which they have to pay for. 

Authors, do you know whether or not your books are available or affordable to libraries?  

Once libraries create own e-content provider also do local history, local info publishing.  

E-voke future of e-books 

http://evoke.cvlsites.org/  

 

Sanchez (different speaker, but thought this fit best here): Google didn't think about authors' 

rights when it digitized books. It just wanted to make the content browsable. 

 

*Library use has nothing to do with support. High use doesn’t necessarily mean funding is high. 

http://www.oclc.org/reports/funding/  

*We are persuaded not by fact but by story.  

If meet someone who disagrees w/you. Your response is this person 1. Don't know facts. 2. 

Stupid 3. Evil - This is true even if they are right and you are wrong. 

Tell library story. 1. Specific person 2. Problem  3. What library did  4. Happy ending                  

5. Memorable tag 

 

Social Media’s Impact on Libraries: Social media and collaborative  

- Meg Gerritsen Knodl 
This session will look at coworking and maker cultures and how people are using new means to 

share workspace, resources, and information. 

 

Meg Knodl recommends Air Force social media flow chart about whether you should post a 

response or not. 

http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2009/01/usaf-blog-respo/ 

 

Example of list of Social Media on website 

http://hennepin.us/portal/site/HennepinUS/menuitem.b1ab75471750e40fa01dfb47ccf06498/?vgn

extoid=eaf3149f15db7310VgnVCM20000098fe4689RCRD  

 

Communities are easily formed online. Geography doesn’t matter for knowledge of a subject. 

You can help local people meetup. 

http://www.meetup.com 

http://www.care.com 

Also, don’t overlook YouTube as a place to find How To info on videos. 

 

http://evoke.cvlsites.org/
http://www.oclc.org/reports/funding/
http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2009/01/usaf-blog-respo/
http://hennepin.us/portal/site/HennepinUS/menuitem.b1ab75471750e40fa01dfb47ccf06498/?vgnextoid=eaf3149f15db7310VgnVCM20000098fe4689RCRD
http://hennepin.us/portal/site/HennepinUS/menuitem.b1ab75471750e40fa01dfb47ccf06498/?vgnextoid=eaf3149f15db7310VgnVCM20000098fe4689RCRD
http://www.meetup.com/
http://www.care.com/


There is one thing gamers and makers need that libraries have--big tables! Sure other things too, 

but good point. 

 

Want to get start a maker space in your lib? Go to an established maker space, see it, feel it, live 

it. Find what's essential. 

 

Coworking space provides by membership work space for projects. Libraries could do that. 

CoSpace, CoCo - Organizations for helping people work on projects together. 

 

Provide makers space, have equipment to use. Could be in libraries. 

Off site meetings trend in business. Libraries need to invite people in. 

ROWE- Results Oriented Workplace Environment -your time is your own as long as give 

results. 

http://www.gorowe.com/  

 

Skillshare is a community marketplace for classes http://www.skillshare.com/  Be a teacher.  

Article on Maker Bot referenced 

http://www.wired.com/design/2012/09/how-makerbots-replicator2-will-launch-era-of-desktop-

manufacturing/  

 

Host a http://www.pecha-kucha.org/  

(SU - Pecha-Kucha - I think calling them pks will soon catch on, nobody can pronounce the 

Japanese original with any confidence when first seen, which kind of defeats the purpose - took 

such hold after this session at ILA that the Small Libraries Online Conference had to offer two 

separate pk sessions because they had so many entries.) 

 

Video referenced about Maker Spaces 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fj6vKn5s1dk  

 

List of Tool Lending Libraries (SU - This used to be a big thing in the 1970s. I was always sorry 

they went away. We used to do it here in Cedar Rapids. Hope they are coming back.) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_tool-lending_libraries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gorowe.com/
http://t.co/gMXplzAX
http://www.wired.com/design/2012/09/how-makerbots-replicator2-will-launch-era-of-desktop-manufacturing/
http://www.wired.com/design/2012/09/how-makerbots-replicator2-will-launch-era-of-desktop-manufacturing/
http://www.pecha-kucha.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fj6vKn5s1dk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_tool-lending_libraries


To Make a Long Story Short: Libraries and Copyright Today  

- Dwayne Buttler 
The session will focus on library and other exceptions in copyright law that might support 

services and others that may hinder them.  

 

Librarians are big stakeholders in the copyright community. We are an active part of that 

community. 

 

2019 is the big year for copyright in the U.S. because the laws might change. 

(SU -This link was not given by Buttler, but after finding the above tweet I did a quick search 

and pulled up this summation of what’s going on with copyright and what’s at stake in 2019. It’s 

a little more emotional than professional, but I think it sums up the points nicely. 

http://ireaderreview.com/2010/01/02/no-additional-public-domain-books-till-2019/ ) 

 

Miscellaneous 
Apply your "see also" fields when cataloging authors of multiple pen names 

For Teens Offer Emphatic listening: nonjudgmental, undivided attn, allow silence for reflection, 

Use restatement for clarification. 

The Year We Left Home by Jean Thompson is announced as this year’s All Iowa Reads selection! 

Iowa State Historical Society is working with NEH to scan 100,000 pages of Iowa newspapers 

for inclusion in the Chronicling America project. Hopes to be able to add more later. 

http://ireaderreview.com/2010/01/02/no-additional-public-domain-books-till-2019/

