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I’m a respected national authority on 

Laura Ingalls Wilder and have a 

strong background in history          

education. I am a reference librarian 

at Kirkwood Community College in    

Cedar Rapids, Iowa and serve as    

director of the Oxford Public Library 

in Oxford, Iowa.  

        I am an active  Wilder researcher 

and have taught  classes on Wilder at 

two community colleges. I was co-

chair and primary force behind a   

national Laura Ingalls Wilder        

conference held at South Dakota 

State University. I’m a regular      

keynote speaker at the Herbert    

Hoover Presidential Library and  

Museum ‘s Laura Ingalls Wilder         

Remembered event. I have spoken at: 

 Wilder homesites including 

De Smet, South Dakota;             

Walnut Grove, Minnesota;           

Independence, Kansas;              

Pepin ,Wisconsin; and  

Burr Oak, Iowa.  

 Conferences for LIWLRA, ILA, 

IRA, ARCL, MOMCC, ALHFAM, 

and CSAA among others. 

 A training session for seasonal 

staff at the Laura museum in  

Burr Oak, Iowa.  

 Many, many libraries and  

museums and Wilder related 

events around the Midwest. 

Catch me hosting an Internet  

radio show on Blog Talk Radio about 

Wilder and related topics in history 

and literature. Listen to episodes live 

or catch past episodes  for free on my 

website or through iTunes.  

Sarah S. Uthoff 

Funding Options 
Basic programs cost $200 with 50 

cents a mile mileage. Extra services 

or materials may add to cost.  

 

Iowa organizations may wish to take  

advantage of my being on the  

Humanities Iowa Speaker Bureau.  

If your grant is  approved (and most 

are), you pay only $50 and  

Humanities Iowa will cover most  

other expenses (ask me about  

exceptions).  

 

Humanities programs  are for adults, 

families, and mixed age groups only. 

Children only programs won’t be  

approved.  

 

For more information: 

http://www.humanitiesiowa.org 

Or Contact them at: 

Humanities Iowa 

100 LIB Room 4039 

Iowa City IA 52242-5000 

319-335-4153 

Contact me directly for available 

dates and to set up programs. 
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It all started a long time ago when I was 
just a little girl growing up in a little 
white house made of boards when I  
discovered Laura Ingalls Wilder’s 
books. Before anyone knew what was 
happening, I was “playing Laura,”  
visiting the places Wilder lived, and  
learning how to do the things Wilder 
did around my family farm. In the 
words of my cousin, “Laura took over 
her life AND the lives of everyone who 
knew her.”  
       When I grew up, I got my degree in 
history education, got actively involved 
with living history and historic  
foodways, and began to research the 
history around Laura Ingalls Wilder.  
       Now I want to share all that  
knowledge with you!  Learn more with  
in person programs,  YouTube videos, 
podcasts, articles and blog posts.  

Choose the type of program that 
is right for you! 
Available Programs: 
 
General Laura  

This is my basic  

Laura Ingalls  

Wilder  

program. It gives  

a general overview  

of  Wilder’s life and 

features photos  

taken at all the  

Wilder sites.  

 
Packing Up * 

This twist adds  

storytelling to the  

informational  

program. We look in on Wilder as she is 

packing up to move to Missouri. Each  

artifact in her old trunk holds a story. 
 

In the Kitchen With Laura 

This combines stories of food history with 

stories from Wilder’s life. It includes 

hands on experiences where volunteers 

make ginger water, mix up biscuits, etc. 
 

A Visit With Laura  

An interactive “press conference” using 

some of Wilder’s own words and questions 

culled from actual letters written to her. 

Audience members are supplied with 

numbered questions and ask them. 

 
Following in Laura’s Footsteps  

Drawing on my experience visiting the 

Wilder sites across the country, this  

program gives you the inside information 

about traveling to Wilder sites, what 

there is to see and best way to see it.  
 

Inside the Covers  

This in-depth program looks at Wilder’s 

books as objects and how decisions about 

design, illustration, and production have 

affected how we see Wilder’s work.  

(Presented at LauraPalooza 2010) 

What’s My Story  

Who doesn’t like a good story? This  

storytelling program shares some stories 

from Wilder’s life and other historic  

stories, poems, and riddles. Audience  

members are invited to pick an object from 

the table and hear its story—lots of  

opportunities for everyone to take part.  

 Writing Isn’t Perfect: Lessons from 

Laura 

 Laura Ingalls Wilder: What a Doll!* 

(Presented at LauraPalooza 2012) 

 Thanksgiving: From Pilgrim to Pioneer  

 A Laura Ingalls Wilder Christmas * 

 Laura’s Life in Mansfield 

 A Day in a One-

Room School  

 Electric Salad 

Bowls in Your  

Museum 

 Iowa Agriculture: 

Yesterday, Today 

and Tomorrow 

 Plus Others 

* Initially presented at  

Herbert Hoover  

Presidential Library  

Depending on the program, 
I present as Young Laura, Old 
Laura or myself. 

Some programs require dimmed 

lighting, others can be presented  

anywhere. See my website for in 

depth descriptions & information on  

additional programs & topics: 


